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picking out tunes on a piano need not desist
because there is no prospect of his earning
money by playing in public!

Poetry is of all forms of literary expression
the least likely to bring a man credit or cash.
Most intelligent people with a little gift of
writing have a fair prospect of getting prose
articles published. But no one wants third-
rate poetry; editors fight shy of it, and
volumes of it are unsaleable.

I have myself written so much poetry,
have published so many volumes of verse,
that I can speak sympathetically on the
subject. I worked very hard indeed at
poetry for seven or eight years, wrote little
else, and the published volumes form only
a small part of my output, which exists in
many manuscript volumes. I achieved no
particular success. My little books were
fairly well received, and I sold a few
hundred copies; I have even had a few
pieces inserted in anthologies. But though
I have wholly deserted the practice of
poetry, and though 1 can by no means claim
to be reckoned a poet, I do not in the
least regret the years I gave to it. In the
first place it was an intense pleasure to
write. The cadences, the metres, the Ian-